Scotland & Shetland Trip Highlights
Friday, October 10 - Sunday, October 19, 2025

Scotland Mainland

Shetland Islands

Included Items:

Items Not Included:

Edinburgh Castle

Scottish Textile Experience

Verdant Works Mill

Victoria & Albert Design Gallery
Johnston’s of Elgin Mill

Afternoon Tea Experience

Culloden Battlefield

Loch Ness Center - including cruise

lain Burnett Highland Chocolatier
Askival of Strathearn — Kilt Making Demo

Fair Isle Class and Knitting Belt Demo with Janette Budge
Shetland Textile Museum

Garths Croft — see and learn about traditional Shetland Sheep

Panoramic tour of Bressay Island led by Chris Dyer of Garths Croft

Day trip to Unst led by Chris Dyer of Garths Croft - including stops at Muness
Castle, Sandwick beach, Viking Unst Project and Saxa Vord with spectacular
views of Hermaness National Nature Reserve, Muckle Flugga Lighthouse and
Shetland Gin Distillery

Silly Sheep Fibre

Jamieson and Smith Wool Brokers Mill Visit with talk from Oliver Henry
Lerwick Brewery Tour

Private transfers to and from Edinburgh Airport and hotel
upon arrival and departure

Experienced Local Tour Guide

Luxury Motor Coach with experienced Driver (Large Motor
Coach with 51 Seats while on Mainland, Smaller Coach with
35 Seats on Shetland Isles)

Nightly accommodations in 3 or 4 star hotels (all with private
bath) and 2 nights accommodations in private cabin on
overnight ferry to and from Shetland (with bed, private toilet
and shower)

Round Trip Ferry between Aberdeen and Lerwick

Scottish Breakfast Daily, 7 Dinners, 4 Lunches & 1 Afternoon
Tea

Workshops and Materials for Workshops

Travel to and from Edinburgh, Scotland
Gratuities/Tips

Snacks and some meals and alcohol
Room Service at hotels

Personal purchases




Scotland & Shetland Trip Information
Friday, October 10 - Sunday, October 19, 2025

PRICING (Based on Double Occupancy):

£ 4,250 GBP (approximately $5,510 USD)

Single Supplement: £ 1,175 GBP
Non-Knitting Companion Discount: £ 200 GBP

OPTIONAL PRE TRIP HOTEL NIGHT
AT Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club (subject to availability)
09 October 2025 x 1 night BB - GBP 90.00 per person sharing in a Twin/ double room

09 October 2025 x 1 night BB - GBP 169.00 Single occupancy room per night

A deposit of 20% of the total tour price is required to hold your booking. The balance of the tour is
due 60 days before arrival and can be made in instalment payments upon request. Balance will be
due Sunday, August 10th, 2025.

Cancellation Penalties:

Cancellation 90 days or more prior to itinerary start date — Full deposit is forfeit
Cancellation 89 days to 31 days prior to itinerary start date — 50% of total paid is forfeit
Cancellation 30 days or less prior to itinerary start date — 100% of total paid is forfeit

Travel Insurance is recommended. We urge you to purchase cancellation insurance & supplemental
medical coverage (which covers pre-existing conditions). This is a smart way to safeguard against
life’s surprises. Many travel insurance options are available online.

TO SIGN UP FOR THE TRIP, CLICK ON THIS LINK (or Click Link Below),
FILL OUT THE FORM, AND PAY THE DEPOSIT!
Link: https:/form.jotform.com/Irish_Tourism/Mens-Knitting-tour-2025

Please refrain from purchasing flights or other travel until the tour is confirmed as running with
sufficient numbers. We need a minimum of 16 people to move forward, and the tour will have a
Maximum of 27. We will let you know as soon as the minimum number is met.

It is important to note that a certain amount of walking is necessary on this trip. All tour members must
be able to mount steps into the coach and walk unaided at a reasonable pace from coach to hotel and
coach to visitor attractions/events on possibly uneven ground.

Passengers must be also able to handle their own luggage. Coach driver’s and guides that are
employed by The Irish Tourism Group cannot provide individualized help for walking, getting on and off
motor coaches, ferries or other personal needs.

When porterage of baggage is included in a programme, it is based upon a maximum of 1 piece of
standard airline baggage per person. Passengers bringing baggage in excess of this amount may
incur a surcharge.



https://form.jotform.com/Irish_Tourism/Mens-Knitting-tour-2025
https://form.jotform.com/Irish_Tourism/Mens-Knitting-tour-2025
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Scotland & Shetland Trip Overview
Friday, October 10 - Sunday, October 19, 2025
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Day 1 (Friday, October 10)
Arrival and Edinburgh Sites

Arrive Edinburgh Airport (Arrive by 9:30am)
https://www.edinburghairport.com

Meet Tour Guide at Hotel
Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, Edinburgh
https://www.dalmahoyhotelandcountryclub.co.uk/the-hotel/

Visit Edinburgh Castle
https://www.edinburghcastle.scot

Visit the Scottish Textile Experience where founder
Kitty Bruce-Gardyne will introduce you to Scottish
textile design and some of the locations you will be
visiting along the tour
https://scottishtextilesshowcase.com/pages/meet-the-te
am?srsltid=AfmBQOopiliSYxBgcvBmF_BLsgKktX2imTB8

UrOBIXDAQgsI4w8L wAZ9Wk

Welcome Dinner and drink at a local restaurant with
your fellow travellers (Dinner & Drink Included)

Overnight at Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club,
Edinburgh
https://www.dalmahoyhotelandcountryclub.co.uk/the-hotel/

SCOTTISH TEXTILES SHOWCASHE


https://www.edinburghairport.com/
https://www.dalmahoyhotelandcountryclub.co.uk/the-hotel/
https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/
https://scottishtextilesshowcase.com/pages/meet-the-team?srsltid=AfmBOopiliSYxBgcvBmF_BLsqKktX2imTB8Ur0BlXDAqsl4w8LwAZ9Wk
https://scottishtextilesshowcase.com/pages/meet-the-team?srsltid=AfmBOopiliSYxBgcvBmF_BLsqKktX2imTB8Ur0BlXDAqsl4w8LwAZ9Wk
https://scottishtextilesshowcase.com/pages/meet-the-team?srsltid=AfmBOopiliSYxBgcvBmF_BLsqKktX2imTB8Ur0BlXDAqsl4w8LwAZ9Wk
https://www.dalmahoyhotelandcountryclub.co.uk/the-hotel/

Day 2 (Saturday, October 11)
Traveling to Ferry - Stops at Mill & Design Gallery
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= Nairm il
ot -
h.w, - "% Stop in Dundee and visit Verdant Works, a restored Mill telling the story
insch Etlon of Dundee’s industrial textile heritage

5 Invensie | imecie https.//www.dundeeheritagetrust.co.uk/attraction/verdant-works/
o Westhill () Aberdeen

Cairngorms

National Park

Mantrose Air Station
a2 o Heritage Centre
« Pitlochry - Montrose
Aberfeldy Blairgowrie
and Rattray Arbroath
Camoustie
Verdant Works Mus:
St Andrews
o) Glenrothes
o Stirling o Kirkcaldy
© Bynfermine North Berwick
o Falkirk Dunbar
= Scottish Textiles
Dalmahoy Hot Showcase
& Country Club Eyemouth
o
[aua]
Kilkida Berwick-upor-Twes

Visit V&A Design Gallery (Victoria & Albert
Design Gallery)
https.//www.vam.ac.uk/dundee

Lunch (included) and some free time for shopping
and sightseeing at leisure. .
Join the overnight ferry from Aberdeen to Lerwick.
Onboard you will have Dinner (included) and find
comfortable cabin accommodations (with private
bath and shower) as well as a bar, lounge,
restaurant, cinema and gift shop. Breakfast
(included) will be served the following morning
before leaving.
https://www.northlinkferries.co.uk
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https://www.dundeeheritagetrust.co.uk/attraction/verdant-works/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/dundee
https://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/

Day 3 (Sunday, October 12)

Arrive Shetland, Fair Isle Class & Shetland Textile Museum
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Arrive about 7:30am at Lerwick Ferry Port on Shetland
(Breakfast on the ferry.)

Enjoy Fair Isle Knitting class and knitting belt
demonstration with Janette Budge

Followed by lunch (included) and then a visit to the
Shetland Textile Museum
https://www.shetlandtextilemuseum.com

Enjoy some free time at leisure for sightseeing and
shopping before travelling to your hotel to relax and knit
before the dinner.

Overnight Brae Hotel (dinner included)
https://www.braehotel.co.uk
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Janette Budge is a Shetland knitwear
designer and tutor, creating unique
patterns and garments as well as
teaching others the techniques of Fair
Isle knitting.

SHETLAND
TEXTILE
MUSEUM


https://www.shetlandtextilemuseum.com/
https://www.braehotel.co.uk/

Day 4 (Monday, October 13)

Bressay Island Tour with Chris Dyer
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Breakfast included at hotel.

Visit Garths Croft
https:/Igarthscroftbressay.com/about/

Enjoy a full day island tour with a local guide and the owner of
Garth Croft, Chris Dyer, who also knits! After welcome
refreshments, enjoy a tour from Chris of native Shetland sheep,
ewes and lambs bred for colour and fibre, view shearing shed,
examples of knitwear made with own yarn, horticulture, drystone,

woodland & sheepdog demonstration.

Leave Garths Croft Bressay for tour of nineteenth century Bressay

Lighthouse complex and dramatic
seabird cliffs at the southern point of the island.

After lunch at a local café (included), explore Noss Sound and
Culliesbrough. Return ferry to Lerwick and then relax and knit

while enjoying dinner in your the hotel

Overnight Brae Hotel (Dinner included)
https://www.braehotel.co.uk

Garths Croft owner Chris Dyer was
born in Hitchin, England. In 2014,
Chris and his family purchased Garths
Croft Bressay and have since been
able to put theory into practice,
concentrating on native and heritage
breeds, self-sufficiency, sustainable
agriculture and most importantly
welcoming visitors to their island home.



https://garthscroftbressay.com/about/
https://www.braehotel.co.uk/

Day 5 (Tuesday, October 14)
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Join Chris Dyer for a day trip to Unst Island full of history and
breathtaking views. Visit Muness Castle, Sandwick Beach, Viking
Unst Project and Saxa Vord with spectacular views of Hermaness
National Nature Reserve, Muckle Flugga Lighthouse to name just
few. We will also enjoy lunch at a local café (included).

Muness Castle
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/muness-castle/

Hermaness National Nature Reserve

https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/visit-our-nature-reserves/hermanes
s-nnr/hermaness-nnr-about-reserve

Unst Heritage Center and Boat Haven (If Open)
https://lunstheritage.co.uk

The Viking Unst Project
https://lwww.shetlandamenity.org/viking-unst

Shetland Reel Gin Distillery
https://Iwww.shetlandreel.com/pages/our-story

Return to Shetland Island late afternoon to relax, knit and enjoy
dinner at your leisure (not included).

Overnight Brae Hotel
https://lwww.braehotel.co.uk



https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/muness-castle/
https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/visit-our-nature-reserves/hermaness-nnr/hermaness-nnr-about-reserve
https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/visit-our-nature-reserves/hermaness-nnr/hermaness-nnr-about-reserve
https://unstheritage.co.uk/
https://www.shetlandamenity.org/viking-unst
https://www.shetlandreel.com/pages/our-story
https://www.braehotel.co.uk/

Day 6 (Wednesday, October 15)
Silly Sheep and Lerwick

Breakfast at hotel

Visit The Silly Sheep fibre company, a small family croft
in the village of Walls. They began producing their own
yarn from their growing number of sheep, which lead on to
being given or buying other local fleeces to make up the
quantity needed for the mill.
https://sillysheepfibrecompany.com/

Visit Jamieson & Smith Shetland Wool Brokers
https://lwww.shetlandwoolbrokers.co.uk

Take a tour of Lerwick Brewery where Oliver Henry will join
or group to share all the secrets of Shetland wool! Lunch
on your own (not included).

Lerwick Brewery AR b x :
https://www.lerwickbrewery.co.uk/contact-us Uy Shetiand - S

Oliver Henry Talk at Lerwick Brewery
https://www.instagram.com/ooieollie/

Time permitting, visit Jamieson's of Shetland for some
more yarn shopping or the Shetland Times bookstore,
featuring books on knitting and island life!

Board your ferry to the mainland and have dinner
(included) on-board before setting sail.

Ferry back to Aberdeen
Overnight on Ferry

Q Brae Hotel

Vidlin Brou
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Shetland is renowned in the global Textile world for its
exceptionally fine wool fibre shorn from the distinctive
Shetland sheep. | have worked with Shetland Sheep,
Wool, Real Shetland Knitting yarns plus other unique
textile products for over 50 years. My main duties are
handling annually over 80% of the Island’s wool clip,
e g Quat grading and hand sorting the fleece. | have been
Eiios'End judging Shetland wool and Shetland Rams wool on the

Althsetter hoof for over thirty years.” - Oliver Henry
Cunningsburgh
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https://sillysheepfibrecompany.com/
https://www.shetlandwoolbrokers.co.uk/
https://www.lerwickbrewery.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.instagram.com/ooieollie/

Day 7 (Thursday, October 16)
Traveling to the Highlands - Visit Mill & Battlefield
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Breakfast on Ferry
Ferry Arrives about 7am

Johnston’s of Elgin Mill
Enjoy Craftmanship Experience at Johnston’s of Elgin Mill located on the

banks of the River Lossi followed by delicious Afternoon Tea Experience.
https://discover.johnstonsofelgin.com/visit-us/elgin

Afternoon Tea Experience
https://discover.johnstonsofelgin.com/our-story/mill-experiences

Explore the iconic, emotive and atmospheric Culloden Battlefield, the filming
location for Outlander.

Culloden Battlefield

https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden

Overnight and Dinner (Included)
at KingsMill Hotel
https://www.kingsmillshotel.com



https://discover.johnstonsofelgin.com/visit-us/elgin
https://discover.johnstonsofelgin.com/our-story/mill-experiences
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/culloden
https://www.kingsmillshotel.com/

Day 8 (Friday, October 17)
Visit Loch Ness & Explore Inverness
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Breakfast at Hotel (included)

Visit Loch Ness Center
https://lochness.com

Explore the beautiful and mysterious area
of Loch Ness. Cruise the Canal & Loch
and experience a breath-taking journey
that takes you along Thomas Telford’s
famous Caledonian Canal and, of course,
across the legendary waters of Loch Ness.
Enjoy the stunning scenery of the Great
Glen, and panoramic views of Aldourie
Castle, Bona Lighthouse and the
spectacular Urquhart Castle. You may be
lucky and see the Nessie monster!

Remainder of the day is at leisure for
sightseeing, shopping, knitting and dining
in Inverness.

Overnight at KingsMill Hotel
https://www.kingsmillshotel.com

(Lunch and Dinner on your own)

THE
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https://lochness.com/
https://www.kingsmillshotel.com/

Day 9 (Saturday, October 18)
Visit Chocolatier and Kilt Maker on way back to Edinburgh
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Askival of Strathearn for kilt making demonstration
https://askivalofstrathearn.co.uk

Farewell Dinner at Hotel
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https://highlandchocolatier.com/pages/about-us
https://askivalofstrathearn.co.uk/
https://www.dalmahoyhotelandcountryclub.co.uk/the-hotel/

Day 10 (Sunday, October 19)

Breakfast at hotel

Transfer to Airport for flights home




